
Do’s and Don’ts of Letter Writing to Prisoners 

Do’s: 

Affirm God’s love for the recipient.  It is all right to share about your interests and inquire of theirs.  You 
can share general things about your family but try not to get too personal.  You can share about your 
interests and activities (without too much detail as to times or places).  You can share about your own 
spiritual journey and activities.  Being vulnerable as to your struggles is OK but not too much detail. 

Let them know that you got their name from a Kairos volunteer which will provide a good bridge to 
establish a relationship.  Don’t expect to get a reply as many of these men never write back.  But they all 
appreciate getting mail, especially when they are more isolated due to the pandemic. 

You can share scripture and devotions. 

It is entirely appropriate to use early correspondence to learn as much as you can about the person’s daily 
activities, interests, prison job, educational programs, spiritual programs (such as Kairos), family, 
hometown, friends, etc. 

Loneliness and lack of healthy relationships is a big problem for many of the men.  Just becoming a 
Christian friend is a big deal. 

Don’ts: 

Don’t share anything too personal about your family. 

Don’t do any favors for the offender or agree to relay messages to or contact someone outside the prison. 

Don’t ask the offender what they did to get incarcerated, how long they have to be there, or when they are 
to be released.  It is OK if the offender volunteers this information but don’t ask for it. 

Don’t give out your home address. Use a P.O. Box address such as the church’s (don’t cite church’s name) 
at P.O. Box 551389, Dallas, TX 75355-1389. 

Don’t send photos. 

Don’t send any kind of card (birthday, Christmas, Easter, etc.) 

Don’t send postcards 

No colored stationery.  Only use white copy paper or white notebook paper. 

Use only blue or black ink. 

Use regular envelopes with no self-adhesive seal. 

No mailing labels. 

If any questions, please call Greg Jensen (214-293-7719) or Steve Kincheloe (214-342-3400)


